
Chapter 6: Normal Probability Distributions 

Section 6.1:  The Standard Normal Distribution  

Continuous Probability Distributions 
Def A density curve is the graph of a continuous probability distribution. 

Requirements 

1. The total area under the curve must equal 1. i.e.  ( ) 1P x∑ =  
 

2. Every point on the curve must have a vertical height that is 0 or greater. 

Uniform Probability Distribution 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
Normal Distributions 

Def A continuous random variable has a normal distribution if its density curve is symmetric and bell-shaped. 

Specifically, the curve is given by:  ( ) 2
2

1
21

2

x
y e

µ
σ

σ π

− −

=         (Don’t worry, we’ll never use it.) 

Ex: The weights of all firefighters are normally distributed with a mean of 200 lbs and a standard deviation of 7 lbs. What’s the 
probability that a randomly chosen firefighter weighs between 185 and 195 lbs? 

 
 

 

 

Standard Normal Distribution 

Def The standard normal distribution is a normal probability distribution with 0µ =  and 1σ = . 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ex: The bus to Union Station leaves every 30 minutes and is uniformly 
distributed. Find the probability that a randomly chosen person arriving at 
a random time will wait between 10 and 15 minutes? 

 𝑃𝑃(10 < 𝑥𝑥 < 15) = 



Important Notes 

 1. The z-score is used on the horizontal axis. 

 2. The area of the region under the curve is equal to the associated probability of occurrence. 

Two Ways to Find Area 

1. Use Table A-2. 2. Use Graphing Calculator (TI-84 Plus) 

     Look up the area under the curve 
    that lies to the left of z-score (may first    

need to convert data to z-score). 

 (a) 2nd ⇒  VARS ⇒  DISTR 

(b) normalcdf ( ), , ,lower upper µ σ  

Two Ways to Find Z-score 

1. Use Table A-2. 2. Use Graphing Calculator (TI-84 Plus) 

     Look up the z-score associated 
    with the area that lies to left. 

 (a)   2nd ⇒  VARS ⇒  DISTR 

(b)   invNorm ( ), , ,  area Tailµ σ  
 
Ex: Find the probability given the following z-scores for a standard normal distribution. 

(a) ( 1.35)P z <  

 

 

 

(b) ( 0.68)P z >  

 

 

 

 

(c) ( 2.43 0.88)P z− < <  

 

 

 

 

 



Ex: Find the z-score associated with the 15th percentile. 

 

 

 

 

Ex: Find the probability given the following z-scores for a standard normal distribution. 

(a) ( 0.55)P z < −  

 

 

 

 

(b)  Would ( 0.55)P z ≤ −  differ from (a)? 

 

 

Ex:  Find the z-scores that separate the top 10%  and bottom 10% of all values.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
*Specific Notation: 𝑧𝑧𝛼𝛼 is the critical value that denotes a z-score with an area of 𝛼𝛼 to its _______________ . 

Ex:  Find 𝑧𝑧0.05 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section 6.2:  Real Applications of Normal Distributions  

Z Scores 

Def A z score is the number of standard deviations that a given value x  is above or below the mean. 

Formula:  Sample:  
x xz
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Round-Off Rule:  Round z scores to two decimal places. 

Ex: Consider your height in inches.  Calculate the standardized value (z-score) for your height given that in the United 
States the average height for women is 63.7 inches with a standard deviation of 2.7 inches and for men is 69.1 inches with 
a standard deviation of 2.9 inches.  Would you be considered tall for your gender? 

𝑧𝑧ℎ𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒ℎ𝑡𝑡 = 
 
 
 
What is the probability that someone of your gender is taller than you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ex: The average for the statistics exam was 75 and the standard deviation was 8. Andrey was told by the instructor that he 
scored 1.5 standard deviations below the mean, and the scores were normally distributed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ex: The life spans of a brand of automobile tires are normally distributed with a mean life span of 35,000 miles and a 
standard deviation of 2250 miles. The life span of a randomly selected tire is 34,000 miles. Find the z-score of this tire. 
Can you find the probability that a randomly selected automobile tire has a life-span less than or equal to 34,000 miles? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
When to use Normalcdf? 

To find a probability when the _____________ ( , , xµ σ ) 
are given. 

When to use InvNorm? 

When the percent or area or probability is given and we  

are trying to find the___________________________. 

Ex:  The completion times to run a road race are normally distributed with a mean of 190 minutes and a standard 
deviation of 21 minutes. 
(a)  What is the probability that a randomly selected runner will finish the race in less than 150 minutes? 

 

 

 

 
(b)  What percentage of runners will finish the race between 205 and 245 minutes? 

 

 

 

 

Ex:   A construction zone on a highway has a posted speed limit of 40 miles per hour.  The speeds of vehicles passing 
through this construction zone are normally distributed with a mean of 46 mph and a standard deviation of 4 mph. 

(a) What percentage of vehicles exceed the speed limit? 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) If the police wish to ticket only those drivers whose speed falls in the upper 20th percentile, what is the minimum speed 
of a driver that will be ticketed? 

 

 

 

 



Section 6.3:  Sampling Distributions and Estimators 

Sampling Distribution 
Def The sampling distribution of a statistic is the distribution of all values of the statistic when all possible samples of 

the same size n are taken from the same population. 

(typically represented as a probability distribution in the format of a table, histogram, or formula) 

 Ex: Given three pool balls we will select two of the balls (with replacement) and find the average of their numbers.  
 
 
 
(a) Fill in the table to find 𝑋𝑋� = the average of a sample of size two. (b) Fill in the table below using the data from (a).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  (c) Draw the relative frequency distribution. 

 

 

 

 
As the number of samples approaches infinity, the relative frequency distribution will approach the sampling distribution.  

Sampling Distribution of the Mean 

Def The sampling distribution of the mean is the distribution of sample means, with all samples having the same 
size n taken from the same population. 

Important Notes 

1. The sample means target the value of the population mean 

 (i.e. the mean of the sample means is equal to the population mean) 

2.  The distribution of the sample means tends to be a normal distribution. 

             (The distribution tends to become closer to a normal distribution as the sample size increases.) 

Def An unbiased estimator is a statistic that targets the value of the corresponding population parameter in the sense 
that the sampling distribution of the statistic has a mean that is equal to the corresponding population parameter.  

Unbiased estimators: ___________________________________ 

Biased estimators:____________________________________ 

Outcome Ball 1 Ball 2 Mean 
1. 1   
2. 1   
3. 1   
4. 2   
5. 2   
6. 2   
7. 3   
8. 3   
9. 3   

Mean Frequency Relative 
Frequency 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 
0.1 

0.2 

0.3  



Section 6.4:  The Central Limit Theorem 

Central Limit Theorem 

Given   
1. The random variable x has a distribution with mean µ  and standard deviation σ . 
     (the distribution may or may not be normal) 
2.  Simple random samples of size n  are selected from the population. 

Conclusions 

1.     The distribution of sample means x  will approach a _____________________ as the sample size increases. 
2.     The mean of all sample means is the population mean. 

 
xµ = 

3.     The standard deviation of all sample means is given by   
                

xσ =  

 

Animation: http://onlinestatbook.com/stat_sim/sampling_dist/ 

 Notes About Distributions 

1. If the original distribution is normally distributed, then for any sample size n , the sample means will be normally 
distributed.     

2. If the original population is not normally distributed then for samples of size  n > ________,  the distribution 
of sample means can be approximated by a normal distribution. 

 
Ex: Find 𝜇𝜇𝑥̅𝑥 and 𝜎𝜎𝑥̅𝑥 for the given distributions. 

(a)  Given a normal distribution where 𝜇𝜇 = 10, 𝜎𝜎 = 3 and 𝑛𝑛 = 9.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
(b) Given a distribution with 𝜇𝜇 = 77, 𝜎𝜎 = 14 and 𝑛𝑛 = 49.  
 

 

 

STEPS to Use Sampling Distribution for 𝒙𝒙� 
1st: Check if 𝑥̅𝑥 is Normal (or is 𝑛𝑛 ≥ 30? ) 
2nd: Find 𝜇𝜇𝑥̅𝑥 and 𝜎𝜎𝑥̅𝑥 
3rd: Use normalcdf for the rest…just don’t forget to use information from step 2 

 



Ex:  The GPAs of all students enrolled at a large university have a normal distribution with a mean of 3.02 and a standard  
deviation of 0.29. 

 (a) Find the probability that one randomly selected student will have a GPA greater than 3.20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Find the probability that 25 randomly selected students will have a mean GPA greater than 3.20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 (c) Find the probability that 10 randomly selected students will have a mean GPA between 2.90 and 3.10. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex:  Let 𝑥𝑥 = 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶 salaries (in thousands) where 𝑥𝑥 is skewed right with 𝜇𝜇 = 139, 𝜎𝜎 = 45.  

(a) If all possible random samples of 40 CEO salaries (in thousands) are taken, how would you describe the 
distribution of sample means? What would the standard deviation of the sample distribution be? 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 



(b) What is the probability a sample of 40 CEOs make between 137 and 145 thousand dollars? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (c) Given a sample of 40 CEO’s salaries, at what salary does the top 10% of CEO salaries begin at? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  (d) What is the probability a sample of 40 CEO’s makes less than 120 thousand dollars? Is this unusual? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


